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“House Keeping”

 All students expecting to receive a grade in this
course must fill out the “Student Information
Form” under Week 1

o Thisis IMPORTANT because filling out this
form gives you an entry in the course
“Gradebook.” Without that entry, we cannot keep
track of your grades and will not be able to give
you a final grade in the course.

e This applies to both local and “distance” learners.
o
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http://www.climate-talks.com/form.php
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George E. Clark

e George Clark is the Environmental Resources
Librarian in the Harvard College Library. He
has degrees in geology and geography, with
research experience In water resources, natural
hazards, and human vulnerability to
environmental problems.

e He came to Harvard from the United States
Environmental Protection Agency, where he
was the Agency's social scientist for the

@Chicago regional office.
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Miriam Seltzer

e Miriam Seltzer has been a reference librarian for
the last 25 years.

« She has worked at the Boston Public Library in
both Humanities and Government Documents
departments; at the University of Victoria in
British Columbia, Canada, and at the Boston
Globe Library.

e She has been at the Edwin Ginn Library at the
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy for the

@ last 12 years.
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‘What in the World

T

And How Can We Find Out?

ENVR E-130



News, Spin and Pop-Culture...

In this course you should learn to...

* Investigate the news ... thoroughly — to trace down and
study the primary sources.

e Penetrate the “spin” to discern the real issues in debate.
and

« Counter the mythology of “pop-culture” as it is being actively
constructed all around you.

* In order to arrive at understandings based on new
knowledge, not simple re-affirmations of “pre-analytical”
belief.



Beyond the basic physics that drives the
biogeochemical changes associated with climate
change, there is no specific set of eternal truths
about the climate that you must learn in this
course -- except that...

It is always changing...... IN many ways we are just
beginning to learn about.

Moreover, collective human activity has changed
the composition of the atmosphere. Furthermore,
this may well be having an impact on the pace
and scope changes in climate that we are now
witnessing and will experience in the future.



Our Goal Is for You to

Become perpetually curious — but not
confused.

“Learn to learn,
And try to learn what for....”

Berthold Brecht



Let's “Read” a News Story...

Y
THE INDEPENDENT

ONLINE EDITION Independent Portfolio Content

New diseases arise as environments destroyed, says UN

By Michael McCarthy, Environment Editor

22 February 2005

Changes to the environment that are sweeping the planet are brnging about a rise in infectious
diseases, the United Mations Environment Frogramme (Unep) has warmed.

Loss of forests; the buillding of roads and dams; urban growth; the clearing of natural habitats for
agriculture; mining; and pollution of coastal waters are promoting conditions under which new and
old pathogens can thrive, according o research published today in Unep's Global Environment
QOutlook Year Book for 2004/2005.

Allments previously unknown in human beings are appearing, such as the Nipah virus, which until
recently was found normally in Asian fruit bats, according o the report.

Mipah's emergence in the late 1990z as an often fatal disease in humans has been linked to a
combination of forest fires in Sumatra and the clearance of natural forests in Malaysia for palm
plantations. In searching for fruit, bats were forced into closer contact with domestic pigs, giving the
virus its chance to spread to humans.
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Course Description:

This introductory course will give students an
integrated overview of the science of climate change
and an analysis of the implications of this change for
patterns of daily life in their own circumstance and
around the world. Humankind is facing an
unprecedented environmental crisis of global
proportions. Scientists from across the world have
issued stark warnings about the potential disruption
and destabilization that changes in Earth’s climate
will most likely cause in the near future for the life
systems upon which modern civilization depends.
The social and political implications of climate
change have begun to become apparent as local
communities in widely different parts of the world
struggle to adapt to new patterns of excessive
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Fanelists at the Education for Public Inquiry and International Citizenship (EFIIC)
Symposium, “Adapting to Climate Change,” offered attendees several unigue perspectives
on mitigating and adapting to a world amidst a rapidly changing climate.

The event, which took place Sunday afternoon in Cahbot Auditorium, entailed taking a closer
Archive look at such issues as glokal warming and the Kyoto Protocol.

Classifieds
Crossword | The Protocol is one of many steps the United Mations Framewaork Convention on Climate

Jumble Change (LUIMFCCC) has taken toward reducing carban dioxide emission rates. An increase

in carbon dioxide overthe years has been linked to an increase in global warming - the
phenomenon associated with rising temperatures and sea-levels across the glohe.

Swin Prins, a research professor at baoth the Londan School of Economics and Caolumbia
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CLIMB urges immediate action against climate
change

by Patridk Gordon
Front Page Daily Editorial Board
Hews

Features According to a recent joint study conducted by Tufts and Boston University (BU) researchers,
Arts | Living it is only a matter of time before unhealthy impacts of climate change on Bostan's
Sports infrastructure become apparent.

Viewpoints
Editorials Cr. Paul Kirshen, Tufts research professor in the departments of civil and environmental
engineering, served as the Project Manager, and said that researchers worked for five years

Archive to complete the study.

Classified
=== = “From 1999-2004 we looked at how climate changes will affect infrastructure,” Kirshen said.
Crossword |

Jumble “We looked mostly at the effects on service, public health and energy.”

Advertise
The conclusions were published in a report entitled “Climate’s Long-term Impacts on Metro

Boston (CLIMB),” he said, and were presented to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
in Qctober.
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Docamber 09, Gore, Summers, McElroy to speak on climate change
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~ Issue will be discussed from vantages of politics, economics, and science

INews, events,

- Last month, a scienific report commussioned by the eight Arctic nations, meludmgz the United
atures

States, concluded that the Arefic 15 experiencing some of the mest rapid and sevare climate
change on Earth. Changes m arctic climate will cause sea levals to rise and dimve many species
Selence! toward extinetion, meluding polar bears. "You have orzamisms that have been pushed bevond
Research therr limits." savs James MeCarthy, Alexandsr Agassiz Profassor of Biolegical Oceanography

o and an author of the study.
Latest scientific -

findings
i But what can be done about chimate change? Although thers 15 scientific consensus that climate
change 15 happeming and 15 causaed by human activities. 1t 15 difficult to predict exactly what the
future mpacts will be, and there 15 mtense debate on what steps to take to reduce greenhouse zas
The people epussions. Former U5, Vice President Al Gore, Harvard President Lawrence H. Summers, and
behind the {nlbert Butler Professor of Environmental Studies Michasl B, MeElrov will address the quastion
ULIVErsIy of what to do about climate change from thewr diffarent perspectives of politics, aconomies, and
selence. [he event, "Climate Change: The Way Forward.,"” will be held at 4 p.m. Monday (Dec.
13} at Sanders Theatre and 15 sponsored by the Harvard University Center for the Environment.
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CENTER OF ATTENTION: Harvard University President Lawrence Summers (right}
was surrounded by members of the media a= he walked to a faculty meeting last
week. Students (left} protested with =igns and chants cutside the meeting.

In media age, role of college
president evolves



Amid Uproar, Harvard's President Ponders His Style
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Global warming is not so hot:




The Battle Behind the Battle at Harvard



The President of Harvard Will be Honored by a Special Statue
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Beyond News - The Problem of ‘Spin’

Bush vs the Scientists

What really happened in March 20017

What was the role of “science” in the U.S.
decision?

Climate Change Science, June 2001




What Happens When Pop-Culture Is
Confused With Serious Simulation studies?

The Sky 1S Falling! Say H-::.-llywmd and, Yes, th-:.“:: Pentagon
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What Happens to the public understanding of
climate issues when they become the subject of
Hollywood movies? Is this “good,” “bad,” or
iIndifferent?

20th Century Fox
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