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“House Keeping”

• All students expecting to receive a grade in this 
course must fill out the “Student Information 
Form” under Week 1

• This is IMPORTANT because filling out this 
form gives you an entry in the course 
“Gradebook.”  Without that entry, we cannot keep 
track of your grades and will not be able to give 
you a final grade in the course.

• This applies to both local and “distance” learners.

http://www.climate-talks.com/form.php
http://www.climate-talks.com/form.php
http://www.climate-talks.com/form.php


George E. Clark

• George Clark is the Environmental Resources 
Librarian in the Harvard College Library. He 
has degrees in geology and geography, with 
research experience in water resources, natural 
hazards, and human vulnerability to 
environmental problems.

• He came to Harvard from the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, where he 
was the Agency's social scientist for the 
Chicago regional office.



Miriam Seltzer
• Miriam Seltzer has been a reference librarian for 

the last 25 years.
• She has worked at the Boston Public Library in 

both Humanities and Government Documents 
departments; at the University of Victoria in 
British Columbia, Canada, and at the Boston 
Globe Library.

• She has been at the Edwin Ginn Library at the 
Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy for the 
last 12 years.



‘What in the World
is Happening?’

And How Can We Find Out? 
ENVR E-130



News, Spin and Pop-Culture…

In this course you should learn to…

• Investigate the news … thoroughly – to trace down and 
study the primary sources.

• Penetrate the “spin” to discern the real issues in debate.
and

• Counter the mythology of “pop-culture” as it is being actively 
constructed all around you.

• In order to arrive at understandings based on new 
knowledge, not simple re-affirmations of “pre-analytical” 
belief.



Beyond the basic physics that drives the 
biogeochemical changes associated with climate 
change, there is no specific set of eternal truths 
about the climate that you must learn in this 
course -- except that…

it is always changing……in many ways we are just 
beginning to learn about.

Moreover, collective human activity has changed 
the composition of the atmosphere. Furthermore,   
this may well be having an impact on the pace 
and scope changes in climate that we are now 
witnessing and will experience in the future.  



Our Goal is for You to 

Become perpetually curious – but not 
confused. 

“Learn to learn,
And try to learn what for….”

Berthold Brecht



Let’s “Read” a News Story…



Press Release

http://mirror.unep.org/Documents.Multilingual/Default.asp?DocumentID=424&ArticleID=4722&l=en


Official Report

http://www.unep.org/geo/pdfs/GEO YEARBOOK 2004 (ENG).pdf






















Beyond News - The Problem of ‘Spin’

Bush vs the Scientists

What really happened in March 2001?
What was the role of “science” in the U.S. 

decision?

Climate Change Science, June 2001



What Happens When Pop-Culture is 
Confused With Serious Simulation studies?



What Happens to the public understanding of 
climate issues when they become the subject of 

Hollywood movies? Is this “good,” “bad,” or 
indifferent?



What happens 
in popular 
culture and 
public 
consciousness 
when the 
country’s 
leading science 
fiction writer 
publishes a new 
novel –
complete with 
footnotes?
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