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Covering topics of:

1. Accessing
2. Organizing

and
3. Presenting  
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The context and character of these remarks

This is generic information – NOT subject specific.
It is not “required” in any sense.
This is NOT a series of recipes, but rather a 

presentation of some general advice
Names and brands of specific software are 

mentioned but simply by way of illustrating the 
functionality they provide….This software is not 
“endorsed” or promoted, but either it or its 
functional equivalent may be recommended.
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So, 1) Accessing information

Comments here are a to be considered a 
supplement to the important and very helpful 
lecture by George E. Clark – Harvard’s 
Environment Librarian.

You can (and should) view his hour-long 
recorded lecture on: 

“Using the Harvard University Library”
available at:

http://cm.dce.harvard.edu/2007/02/82004/P02/index.shtml

http://cm.dce.harvard.edu/2007/02/82004/P02/index.shtml
http://cm.dce.harvard.edu/2007/02/82004/P02/index.shtml
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http://cm.dce.harvard.edu/2007/02/82004/P02/index.shtml
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So, 1) Accessing information
• This is not a trivial task….
• Yes, the internet with Google provides access 

to a vast amount of information, BUT it is not 
all of equal value or reliability.

• There is no such thing as worthless 
information, but some things come pretty 
close.  

• In some cases the only worth there is in some 
information is that it is pretty useless.
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Mainstream news sources can be of little value….

• For a variety of reasons, mainstream news 
sources can be of little use

• …Unless, of course, your subject is “the 
mainstream media’s understanding of _____”
In this case mainstream news materials 
become your primary subject matter and 
therefore your primary source of information.

• Reasons for decline of mainstream media are 
many….and they were foreseen by clear 
thinkers.
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More recent critiques are now widely 
available

• The ongoing Frontline series gives a compelling 
critique of the decline of America’s news media.  
– See in particular:
"Frontline Report - News War 3: What's Happening to the 

News, 27 February 2007. 
(See also Part 1 and Part 2) 

• What is Katie Couric up to for her $13,000,000 
salary: "First Look: Katie's Makeover," CBS News 
Online, (2 March 2007).

http://pages.emerson.edu/courses/Spring07/PH204b/Video/20070227-Frontline-Pt3.htm
http://pages.emerson.edu/courses/Spring07/PH204b/Video/20070227-Frontline-Pt3.htm
http://pages.emerson.edu/courses/Spring07/PH204b/Video/20070227-Frontline-Pt3.htm
http://pages.emerson.edu/courses/Spring07/PH204b/Video/20070220-Frontline-Pt2.htm
http://www.climate-talks.net/2007-ENVRE130/Video/20070302-CBS-Katie-Couric.htm
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Added to the general decline…

• On top of the universal decline in the quality 
and reliability of American broadcast news is 
the deliberate attempt to subvert the news with 
systematic advertising “dressed up” as news.

Consider the “Fake News” phenomena of the 
VNR: 
"Fake TV News: Widespread and Undisclosed... How Corporate-Funded 

Propaganda Is Airing On Local Newscasts As "News"," Democracy 
Now, (6 April 2006).

http://www.climate-talks.net/2007-ENVRE130/Video/20060406-DN-Fake-News-Index.htm
http://www.climate-talks.net/2007-ENVRE130/Video/20060406-DN-Fake-News-Index.htm
http://www.climate-talks.net/2007-ENVRE130/Video/20060406-DN-Fake-News-Index.htm
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So, Tip #1
• Start keeping a list of your own most 

useful sources of online information.
• Create an (internal) web-page for quick 

access to the information most relevant 
to your work.

• Update the list whenever needed.
• Get a range of vantage points 

represented in this basic list.
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Organizing your information

• You should figure out an “electronic note 
taking system.”

• Several are available commercially, and we 
are not “endorsing” any particular one BUT 
you should try get in the habit of using 
something that can be cumulative, 
multifunctional and easily integrated with 
word-processing software that you will be 
using to write.
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So, Tip #2
Obtain, customize, use and become 
very familiar with an electronic note-
taking system

Endnote™
Reference Manager™
RefViz™
ProCite™

http://thomsonresearchsoft.com/products/

http://thomsonresearchsoft.com/products/
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Consider the functionality of Endnote™

http://www.endnote.com/
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Organizing & Retrieving Notes
Searching & Sorting…
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3) Presenting Research

• Use word processor with ability to create 
endnotes/footnotes – automatically with 
Endnote™, etc.

• Include full bibliographic reference of web-
based material. (stored in your electronic note-
taking database).

• Present your material in a “Document” format 
and in HTML (with active hyperlinks).
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Presentation

Present material in Document format and PDF 
format if you have access to the Adobe 
Acrobat PDF Professional Edition

• Example 
from American Behavioral Scientist:

“From Sidekick to Sideshow—Celebrity, 
Entertainment, and the Politics of Distraction Why 
Americans Are ‘Sleepwalking Toward the End of 
the Earth,’” American Behavioral Scientist, 49, 3, 
(November 2005), pp. 393-409. 

http://www.climate-talks.net/2005-ENVRE130/Session-16/The-Politics-of-Distraction.htm
http://www.climate-talks.net/2005-ENVRE130/Session-16/The-Politics-of-Distraction.htm
http://www.climate-talks.net/2005-ENVRE130/Session-16/The-Politics-of-Distraction.htm
http://www.climate-talks.net/2005-ENVRE130/Session-16/The-Politics-of-Distraction.htm
http://www.climate-talks.net/2005-ENVRE130/Session-16/The-Politics-of-Distraction.htm
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